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Fiscal Note

Proposed legislation adds certain drugs to Schedules I through V while retaining the present law.  The penalty for Schedule I
substances for intent to produce, manufacture, or distribute is imprisonment at hard labor for not less than 5 years nor more
than 10 years and a fine of not more than $50,000; and the penalty for possession is imprisonment at hard labor for not
more than 10 years, and may in addition, be required to pay a fine of not more than $5,000.  The penalty for Schedules II,
III, IV, and V substances for intent to produce, manufacture, or distribute is imprisonment at hard labor for not more than 10
years, and may in addition, be required to pay a fine of not more than $15,000; and the penalty for possession is
imprisonment with or without hard labor for not more than 5 years and, in addition, may be sentenced to pay a fine of not
more than $5,000.   Proposed legislation applies present law penalties for possession of marijuana to the possession of
synthetic cannabinoids.

The proposed legislation could result in an increase in state general fund expenditures.  The exact fiscal impact of the
passage of this legislation is indeterminable, since it is not possible to know how many people will be convicted of crime
associated with the changes proposed by this bill or the length of incarceration.  However, any offender sentenced to the
custody of the Department of Public Safety and Corrections increases expenditures by $24.39 per day per offender in local
facilities.  To the extent that offenders are sentenced and housed in state facilities, the cost per day per offender is $54.49.
Currently, the Department of Corrections houses 50% of state offenders at the local level and 50% at the state level.

Also, according to the Louisiana Board of Pharmacy, the proposed legislation places no new requirements on the Board.  The
bill seeks to add new drugs already found on federal schedules so there will be no measurable impact on the Board.

There is no anticipated direct material effect on governmental revenues as a result of this measure.  However, any revenue
generated through the imposition of fines resulting from this legislation would accrue to local government entities.
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